AN EARLY LITERACY SUPPORT PROGRAMME
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INTRODUCTION

What is Reading Discovery Club?

Reading Discovery Club is a 30-minute early literacy tier two
programme for five to six-year-old children.The club aims to

give a boost to children needing extra support with their literacy
skills, helping them get underway with reading and writing. The
programme operates five days a week and runs for a minimum of
one term.

Who is it for?

Students who are in the early stages of learning to read and write.
As this is a group programme, the students should be at a similar
reading level.

How it works

The students read and write every day.The lessons are high interest
to have the students focused, on task and with no time-wasting. The
emphasis is on fun, talking and enjoying learning together.

What happens in a Reading
Discovery Club lesson?

IN THE LESSONS THE CHILDREN WILL:
* revise previously taught work
* read a levelled reader
* write a story
* do phonics
* learn to read and spell a high-frequency word
* learn a nursery rhyme
* sing

WATCH LESSONS

4

WATCH A FULL
READING DISCOVERY
CLUB LESSON

Watch Yolanda take three five-
year-old students through the

full 30-minute Reading Discovery
Club lesson.The lesson follows
the format: lesson introduction —
revise! — word of the day — guided
reading — phonics — guided writing
— lesson end.

WATCH A HALF
READING DISCOVERY
CLUB LESSON

Watch Yolanda take three five-
year-old students through the
first half of a Reading Discovery
Club lesson.The lesson follows
the format: lesson introduction —
revise! — phonics — word of the
day — guided reading.
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TEACHING GUIDE

Lesson overview

LESSON INTRODUCTION
REVISE!

WORD OF THE DAY
GUIDED READING
PHONICS

GUIDED WRITING
LESSON END

LESSON INTRODUCTION

Start with an action song to wake them up and get
them in the groove! Teach one new song a week

and sing other previously learnt songs. Use these
songs at other points in the lesson to help maintain
positive behaviour, as a transition between activities,
and to help keep up a fun, active and engaged learning

atmosphere. Plus, music helps all learning.

REVISE!

Ask the children to write the high-frequency word
you taught them yesterday on their whiteboards. It
should also be on your board, so they can sneak a
peek if they need to. Once they have written it, they
can write other previously taught words either at
your instruction or ones they choose to write. Push
for speed.As they write, praise and prompt their
efforts. End this part of the lesson with each child
reading their list of words to the group.

E" E WATCH ‘Lesson Start and
= Revise! video

Scan QR code or visit:
E yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/#4
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WORD OF THE DAY

Use the order of words in the Early Words
programme.You can find this order in the Word Test

on page 9.

Show the word they are learning today on a card. If
you have Early Words, you can photocopy the word
cards from the book. Otherwise, make your own.This
is the word they will encounter in the guided reading
book next.

Tell the children the word and ask each student to
touch it and look at it while you check that their eyes
are focused on the word and not looking elsewhere.
The instruction is:“Touch it, see it, say it.”

Put the word in a sentence and ask the students to
come up with their own sentence using that word. It
is okay to give them a sentence starter if this is hard
for them.

Now put the word card on the word ladder and ask
the children to read it and other previously taught
words as you point up and down the ladder.

Change the order of the word cards on the ladder so
that it is not a memorised list.

Give the children their own copy of the word card
and tell them to read it on repeat, then mix it up
with their other cards, reading them all out loud to
themselves as quickly as they can.

WATCH ‘Word of the Day’
video

Scan QR code or visit:

yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/#6
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GUIDED READING

Using the Early Words Readers series of books, start at
the level the students are at and then work your way
through the titles.

Read the book introduction and flick through the
pages to see if the children know any content words
and explain to them if not. Rehearse any tricky or
unfamiliar sentence structures with the children.

Remind the students of strategies they can use to read
the book: use their phonics, look to see if they know
the word or part of it, reread, use the picture/context.
Also, remind them that the first thing to do if they are
stuck is to look at the word and attack it. Remember
though that children at the very beginning stages

of learning to read are unlikely to have the phonics
knowledge to be able to decode a word. Instead,
prompt to whichever cue (context/word recognition/
grammar) that will help them to get the word.As soon
as they know some letter sounds, prompt them to use
this knowledge to get the first sound in a word.And
of course, once they start blending and segmenting,
prompt them to use those skills for words that can

be decoded.Then, use the other cues to confirm what
they have read is correct.

Depending on the ability of the children you can now
either:
* read through the whole book together, then they
read it to themselves OR

* read the first few pages together to get them
underway with the book, then they read the rest
of it to themselves OR

* they read it to themselves

PHONICS

Starting at the phonics stage your students are at, do

activities from this stage as per below.

When they are reading the book to themselves, move
around the group hearing children read a page or two
and prompting them to use their strategies and/or
push fluency and expression.

It is okay to just tell them a word if it is too hard
and/if they have just started the book and are not
underway with reading it.

Once everyone has read all or most of the book, end
the reading with a brief discussion about the story to
check that they have understood it and to review any
tricky words.

Early finishers? Bring out the browsing box with
previously read books and rhymes for them to read

by themselves while they are waiting for the others
to finish.

WATCH ‘Guided Reading’
video

Scan QR code or visit:
yolandasoryl.com/drc/lessons/#7

STAGE |

Do some phonological awareness activities from the
Developing Phonological Awareness handbook and/or
pages 18-19 of the Primary Phonics manual. Ensure
they can do the sound breaking and rhyme activities.

STAGE 2

Using Yolanda’s alphabet mnemonic stories (free
download available at yolandasoryl.com/store-free-
downloads/) or any other alphabet phonics scheme,
tell the students the mnemonic for today’s letter and
teach the letter and phoneme.
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GUIDED WRITING

Depending on the level of your students, either:

Give them a sentence starter (e.g.,“l went to
the...”) and they decide how they want to finish
it. E.g., one student might say “l went to the
beach.” Another might say “l went to my house.”
You want it to be their idea. The words in the
story starter should be previously taught words.

OR

Each child tells the group a story they want to
write.As there is not much time, it can only be
one sentence so if need be, help children shorten
very long stories to something they can achieve in
the lesson in the time given.You can tell them they
can write more about it tomorrow.

If your students find it hard to come up with a
sentence, let them choose their favourite page from
their guided reading book and ask them “What can
you say about that?” N.B.Their sentence must be
their words and not a direct copy from the book. Jot
down each students’ story on a scrap piece of paper

Give each student their own letter card to read, then
tell them to mix this card up with their previously
taught letter cards. The students must go through their
letter card pack, read each letter card and make its
phoneme. Remind them to use the mnemonic picture
on the back of the card if they forgot the phoneme.

The teacher needs to listen carefully while the
students are doing this and step in if errors are made.

STAGE 3

Play Croaker (see page 29 of the Primary Phonics
manual) and teach students how to hear and write
the final phoneme in a word.
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A NOTE FROM YOLANDA
ABOUT THE VIDEOED LESSONS

The video lessons were self -
recorded so I could reflect on and

umpProve my teaching. I am sharing

them as I know it is hel>ful to see
teaching in action, warts and all,

feel free to improve and adaf>t
to do whatever works best for you
and your students.

—YOLANDA

for yourself so you remember it and can intervene if
children later try to change their story.At this early
stage of learning to write it is important

that children stick to their plan.

Remind the students they can use their Phonics Word
(PW) card or the word ladder on the board to help
them spell those words and to use their phonics

to help them get the sounds of other words.Also,
depending on the level of the students, remind them to
finger space, where to start, how to correctly hold their
pencil, etc.

As the children start writing, move around the group
helping children and having them read their writing
to you. It is okay to point out and have them correct

STAGE 4

For the first few lessons, do the RIBS part of the
Stage 4 phonics lesson (see page 3| of the Primary
Phonics manual). Once the students can do that, use
your Stage 4 word cards to do the Read and Write
sections.

E" E WATCH ‘Phonics’ video
E]

Scan QR code or visit:

E yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/#5
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letter reversals, incorrect use of capitals, lack of finger
spaces, etc. Prompt them to the PW card to spell
words and to help them find the letter to record
sounds they can hear in a word. Encourage the
students to keep rereading as they write.

Once their story is completed and while they are
waiting for the others to finish, choose a letter from
their story that you think they need to work on

to improve formation and/or size and/or place on
the line.Write that letter underneath their story
and point out to the student how you want them
to write it. They write a row of letters, focusing on
their handwriting and presentation.When they have
finished, they must then decide which letter is their
best and give it a tick.

Choose one student to pick the reward stamp for the
stories today.You stamp the stories and tick any words
spelled correctly and any sounds correctly recorded.

Finish with either you or the students reading their

stories to the group. Make a comment about any
good writing behaviours and/or stories.

Scan QR code or visit:

yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/#8

LESSON END

With a pointer, read the poem or rhyme of the week

to the students. Encourage them to join in if they
know it.

Ask one student to come up and point while
everyone reads it again. Encourage the students to
keep their eyes on the pointer and to read with
expression. Check all eyes are on the words.

Give the students their homework and praise them
for their learning today.

E WATCH ‘Lesson End’ video

Scan QR code or visit:
yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/#9

HOMEWORK

SEND HOME:
* today’s guided reading book
* the pack of word cards
* the pack of letter cards

FRIDAYS

On the last day of the week, focus on revising the
learning for that week. Keep to the lesson plan
and don’t introduce new learning. During the
reading time, the students can select a book from
the browsing box to read by themselves while
you go around the group listening to them read.

For homework, they can choose two books to

take home for the weekend plus two rhyme
cards from previously taught rhymes.
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FAQS

Is Reading Discovery Club
the same as Early Literacy
Support?

Basically yes.Yolanda devised this
programme in the U.K. where it
ran for many years with Yolanda
at the helm, leading training and
supporting programme delivery.
It was called Early Literacy Support
and was run under the auspices of
Reading Recovery.

Back in New Zealand,Yolanda was
excited years later to take up an
offer again for Reading Recovery
teachers to run Early Literacy
Support in their schools. Having
run it before, she knew what to do
and enthusiastically took up the
challenge.

However, the New Zealand version
of Early Literacy Support is intended
to be team-taught with the New
Entrant teacher. This was not
possible in Yolanda’s school and so
because the programme could not
be run as the MOE intended, and
because a more child-friendly name
was wanted, it was called Reading
Discovery Club instead.

Reading Recovery teachers running
Early Literacy Support are welcome
to use Yolanda’s Reading Discovery
Club lesson plans, ideas and activities
for their own programmes.

Can | use decodable readers
for the guided reading part
of the lesson?

Yes, you can use any reading book
you like. Decodables provide
excellent opportunities for children
to use decoding skills. But to ensure
variety, consider mixing them up
with other reading materials too.
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In the guided reading video,
you didn’t prompt much for
phonics.Why did you prompt
for other strategies to get the
words instead?

Students at the very early levels of
reading, such as the students in the
video, haven’t learnt enough phonics
yet to be able to use it other than
getting the first sound in a word.
Hence the prompts to use context/
word recognition/grammar in the
video.These are still good strategies
to prompt because good readers
do need to use all the information.
However; once the students have
learned how to decode, then the
first prompt should be to decode
the word and then use the other
cues to confirm.

My students are doing

well except for one who is
struggling. What should |
do?

If the group is too advanced for
your student, probably they should
not be coming because this is the
wrong level for them. Struggling
every day is not fun. Perhaps take
the student out of the club and
have them come back next term
with a new cohort at the same level
when they are ready. But if you
believe that the student is best to
stay, have them sit beside you and
give them more support with the
activities.

We do Jolly Phonics in our
school. Can we use that for
the phonics component?

Yes, you can use any phonics scheme
you like. Just ensure that you get
cards with the letter on one side
and a picture of the mnemonic on
the other for quick revision.

Four books/words a week is
too fast for my group and
they are forgetting it the
next day. Can | go more
slowly?

Yes, do one book/word every
second day and spend two days on
the same book/word with a focus
on fluency and expression for the
second day.You might find that
once the children are underway
you can go faster, but only if they
are coping well. Don’t lose the
pace of your lesson.

We don’t have the Early
Words Readers in our
school? Can we use PMs or
another scheme?

Yes, but you will need to work
out an effective teaching sequence
for your reading books so that
children aren’t reading books with
too many words they don’t know
yet. The advantage with the Early
Words Readers is that the sequence
is already worked out for you.

Why is the phonics section
in the video so short?
Shouldn’t more time be
spent on teaching phonics?
Children do need more time
learning phonics than the few
minutes allowed in the Reading
Discovery Club. It is assumed
that outside of the club, students
will be participating in a daily
dedicated phonics lesson in their
classroom. Therefore, the time
spent in the Reading Discovery
lesson on phonics can be short. If
this is not the case, you may wish
to reconsider the lesson timings
to spend more time explicitly
teaching phonics.


https://yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/%239
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RESOURCES FOR READING DISCOVERY GLUB

Teachers’ choice of levelled guided and/or decodable
readers. Yolanda uses her EARLY WORDS READERS.
These readers also include free character posters which can
be downloaded at: yolandasoryl.com/store-free-downloads

Early Words Readers
F 4

L

LETTER/MNEMONIC CARDS for your phonics scheme
Yolanda used her pocket mnemonic cards and pocket letter/

mnemonic cards.

WORD CARDS Yolanda photocopied these from Early
Words.

PHONICS/WORD (PW) CARD for students to use in writing.Yolanda used her
own PW card.You can also make your own or use another brand.

EXERCISE BOOKS FORWRITING Yolanda chose lined books but unlined is also
okay.

PHONICS KIT WITH PICTURE/WORD CARDS FOR STAGES 2-4
Either make your own with the DIY PDF or buy it made up.Yolanda used the mini sized
Phonics Kit with her students.

WRITING TOOLS Pencils, erasers, whiteboards, pens and cleaning cloths.

BROWSING BOX for previously taught books and rhymes.

Q& Q
O
i
O ®#0
c ¥ C

VOWEL STRIP (free to download at yolandasoryl.com/store-free-downloads)

HY PUNCTUATION GUIOE PUNCTUATION CARD (free to download at same url as above)
!
! READING STICK (a pointy stick or ruler for pointing)
 comma apostrophe
- 9 “w »
_ uston | awtotion RHYME AND POEM CHARTS (available from twinkl.co.nz)

Any BOOK OF RHYMES AND POEMS to dip into and share a poem whenever
there is a spare minute (Yolanda uses This Little Puffin).

REWARD STAMPS for the writing books.

WATCH Yolanda talk about some of the resources she
used to run Reading Discovery Club in her school

Scan QR code or visit:

yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/
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(revision day)

RAMERE — FRIDAY
BROWSING BOX

RAPARE — THURSDAY

RAAPA —WEDNESDAY

RATU — TUESDAY

RAHINA — MONDAY
Previously taught songs:

This week’s new song:

WEEK:
DATE

lesson introduction — singing
phonics — hear/read/write
lesson end — poem/rhyme

word of the day — reading
guided reading lesson
guided writing

revisel!

READING DISCOVERY CLUB WEEKLY LESSON PLAN


https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/phonics-words-card/
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https://yolandasoryl.com/product/vowel-strip/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/my-punctuation-guide-a4/
https://www.twinkl.co.nz
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/this-little-puffin-a-treasury-of-nursery-rhymes/
https://yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/
https://yolandasoryl.com/store-early-words-readers/
https://yolandasoryl.com/store-free-downloads

SpJiq anjoIp 9| om] ‘dasys
)oe|q eeq eeg 10deal 91| e w,| 1) Assnd 189 Assnd ‘A10x01q A10x21H ‘Kouip Aduj ‘@)ed-e-1ed :sawAys ybney Ajsnoinald

dead og a1

awAyi/waod — pud uossaj|

aul| ay} uo bunm

9zIs 1aN9)

uoneuw.oy 1ans|
p1ed md Buisn piom e ul sswauoyd euiwop g buipiodas pue buliesy
splom 1ybne} Ajsnoinaad asinai pue Buiium ay ul Aep syl Jo piom ayy apnjaul

no Buipunos

ainjonns buipjoy
uonisodwood

dois ||n} ybui 01 Y3| ‘saoeds Jabuly ‘Jiels 0} dlaym

Bunim papinb

(y/ysy (nd/uid
UOISIAS] S|]IMOA || “jo1/doy 1ejq/qoe|q) | ‘10p/||op ‘Pleys/yieys)
z aberg e 3slna1 g abels n asina1 g abeis 91LIM pUE Jeay U9Xeol) | 91M pue Jeay usxeol) a1im/peail/leay — soluoyd
¢ aberg € abeis
X084 ONISMOo44d ied ung ayl Keq iseo| quiig ued peq 9dneg ojewo] uossa| buipeal papinb
uoISIAS) umop pue dn uo buipeas — Aep ay jo piom
umop pue dn uo spiom ||y j9SIADI

Keme 1 aA1b noA y1 Buiylswos si ssauiddeH ‘dn uigqoq ay3 puipy ‘Ass.ioy

‘A9s10H ‘InN eloyo] “aydiy Ajpppem ‘wayl inys uadQ ¢mo| buey sies inok oq ‘awAhyy Ausy) :sbuos ybney Ajsnoiraid

A|4 ooys :buos mau sjeam siyL

Buibuis — uo1}onpoul UOSSI)|

(Aep uoisiaal)
AVArdd — PdIWYH

AVASYNHL— 34VdYd

AVASINAIM — VdVYY

AvdsiniL—- Nivd

AVANOW — VNIHYY

alva

8 NIIM

T1dINVXI NV1d NOSS3T ATIIIM 8NTI A43N0ISId INIAVIY

peas puz ay} uo Aep yoes juiod Juspnis JUdJaLIp e dAeY pue Xaiis buipeal adnpoJul -
(suonoe puey yum) axes-e-led

swAyi/waod — pud uossaj

Kep yoea 199|3s 01 S1 11 UIN} 3sOYM pue siadwiels adnposui -

ainjonas buipjoy
uoisodwood

spJom ybne) Ajsnoiraid asiaal pue Buium ay} ul Aep ay) Jo pJom ay} apnjoul

dois ||ns ybu 0} 19| ‘s@oeds Jabuly ‘1iels 0} aRYM

Hunim papinb

(10q0.) (dejd) suianed de|o -
L obe1s sbuins bulwAyy S)eaiq punos awauoyd | s)eaiq punos 3|qe|lAS wyrfyy a1Lm/peai/ieay — saluoyd
JO uoIsInay L abe1s | abeis L abe1s L abeis ; :
X089 9NISMOYg 1) 9yl doys Aoj sy Buisiosexg st wnpy wnp uossa| buipeas papinb
19ppe|
piom uo |je asiAal 9y} aylL sl wnp Buipeas — Aep ay) jo piom
3y} ‘ayL ‘sl ‘winy 9yl sl wniy e/u josInal

:sbuos 1ybne) Ajsnoinaid

awAyy Auay) ay] :buos mau sypam siyl

Huibuis — uonoNposUI UOSSI)|

(Aep uolsiaau)
AVAldd — IHINYY

AVASYNHL— 3dVvdYY

AVASINAIM — VdVYY

AvVAdsiNL—- Nivd

AVANOW — VNIHYY

alva

L :M33am

T1dINVX3 NV1d NOSS3T ATHIAM 8NTI Ad3IA0ISId INIAYIH




READING DISCOVERY CLUB REGISTER

I | N e B |

PRE-TEST POST-TEST DIFFERENCE
STAGE 2 LETTER [ ] [ ] [ ] NAME:
IDENTIFICATION
WORDTEST [ | J | | START DATE: ... END DATE: ...............
WRITING VOCAB [ ] [ ] [ ] AGE AT START AGE AT END
| || | | J

RUNNING RECORD

Years

Months Years Months

TOTAL WEEKS |:] LESSONS ATTENDED LESSONS MISSED

KEY: ¢ = attended lesson X = missed lesson € = school closed

I e

Exclude days school closed

WEEK DATE WEEK START MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

14
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ASSESSMENT

To assess learning in Reading Discovery Club, give these tests before entry and after students finish the
programme. Record the results on their individual Reading Discovery Club register.

STAGE 2 LETTER IDENTIFICATION TEST

See the test for instructions

WORD TEST

See the test for instructions

WRITING VOCAB

Give the student an A4 unruled piece of paper.Ask them to write their name on it. Then ask them to
write any other words they can write.You can give suggestions. E.g.,“Can you write ‘the’?” or,“Can
you write ‘cat’?”

Give one point for each word spelled correctly.

RUNNING RECORD

Give a running record to identify the instructional level for each student.

YOLANDA SORYL | READING DISCOVERY CLUB
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STAGE 2 LETTER IDENTIFICATION TEST STAGE 2 NAME:

Use a card to cover the letters. Move it down the test, line by line, as the student reads from each row. Score one mark for each correct response when you ask for the letter/digraph name, sound and a word
For each letter/digraph, ask for the letter name(s), letter sound and a word that starts with that sound. that starts with that sound. Each letter/digraph can earn three points for the name/sound/word.The
highest possible score is 87.

\ = can give the sound. / = can identify by name.
O = can give a word that starts with that sound. idk = | don't know.
q f k P W For example (X) = knows name, sound and word.
DATE PRE | POST DATE PRE ‘ POST
a | x |
o f i
z b h o k ch
P e
w r
u <c¢ I = v
Y b f
h g
o th
m sh d n s |
u
c
[ h y
X [ C e I ,
q
m
v t g th -
d
n
s
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WORD TEST

Cover the test with a card with a window cut out so that the child sees only one word at a time or use the card
to only show one line at a time.Ask the student to look at each word and tell you what it is or say ‘| don’t know”
if they don’t. Work across the page.Tick known words on the checklist and mark incorrect or unknown words

with an ‘x. The highest possible score is 48.

Mum

like

my
This
down
said

they

18

IS

A

to

You

they

the

can

go

likes

went

we

you

Come

The

Look

looks

on

are

it

come

Here

am

at

little

up

Lt

saw

here

Dad

look

big

and

going

was

them
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WORD TEST RECORDING SHEET CHECKLIST
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NAME: .. ettt
DATE PRE |POST DATE PRE |POST DATE PRE POST
1) Mum | 21) likes | 4y Tt
2) is 22) looks 42) was
3) the 23) little 43) They
4 The 24) big 44) they
5 Here 25) This 45) Come
6) here 26) this 46) come
7 a 27) went 47) saw
8 A 28 on 48) them
9) can 29) up TOTAL
10 I 30) and
1) am 31) down
12) Dad 32) We
13) like 33) we
14) to 34) are
15 go 35) in
16) Look 3) going
17) at 37) said
18) look 38) You
19) my 39) you
20 My 40) it




EXAMPLES OF WRITING VOCAB TESTS

PRE-ASSESSMENT FOR AUDREY
BEFORE

udh
JE\T”"
Andr?s

SCORE: 0

PRE-ASSESSMENT FOR RA)

BEFORE
'l'. =
(NY F ¢
'H:‘Td e —said  he hag
¥ _,_q,a;
Hoe werds ¢

SCORE: |
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POST-ASSESSMENT FOR AUDREY
AFTER

mdh Y WQJ

T hc W‘
o \ @
% y9
\\ N [T_

DO\(‘ W\(
O

SCORE: 16

POST-ASSESSMENT FOR RA]
AFTER

R | 00 &
\ CoNES

l
¥ aYas \j(\]/
|

—

¢
K e

SCORE: 14
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TABLES SHOWING ENTRY AND EXIT DATA

STUDENT AGE AT LETTER LETTER WORD TEST WORD TEST
ENTRY IDENTIFICATION | IDENTIFICATION PRE POST
TEST PRE TEST POST
1 5.6 43 72 0 23
2 5.6 45 78 0 28
3 5.5 48 75 2 21
4 5.2 43 72 0 32
STUDENT AGEAT WRITING VOCAB | WRITINGVOCAB | INSTRUCTIONAL | INSTRUCTIONAL
ENTRY PRE POST READING LEVEL | READING LEVEL
PRE POST
1 5.6 2 10 w* 3-4
2 5.6 1 14 w* 4
3 5.5 4 10 w* 4
4 5.2 0 16 w* 3-4

W* = working towards level |

YOLANDA SORYL | READING DISCOVERY CLUB
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LETTER TO PARENTS

The letter included here explains the Reading Discovery Club programme.

You are welcome to copy it, or adapt it, to give to parents.
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Kia ora
RE: READING DISCOVERY CLUB

We are delighted to offer your child a place in an exciting new
programme called Reading Discovery Club.

Reading Discovery Club aims to give 5-year-olds a boost in literacy. It
runs for 30 minutes a day, five days a week from 10-10.30am. In the
lessons, we will cover reading, writing, a word to learn and phonics.
We will also be learning songs and rhymes and having lots of fun!

Your child has been selected to be a part of this programme. | will
be meeting with each child to assess their level ready to start next
week. Please do tell me if there is anything that will help me better

understand your child.

| will be giving homework everyday so that you can support your child
at home.This will include hearing them read a story that we have
covered in the club plus revising their word and letter cards.There
will be instructions for you so that you know what to do but please
come back to me if you have any questions.

| will be in touch again once | know more about the children and have
made a start. | am looking forward to getting to know and working
with your child this term.

Nga mihi,

YOLANDA SORYL | READING DISCOVERY CLUB

READING DISCOVERY CLUB
HOMEWORK INSTRUCTIONS

Overview

INSTRUCTIONS
* Read your word cards.

* Read your letter cards.

* Practise learning & writing your spelling word.

* Read your reading book to someone.

HOW TO USE THE WORD CARDS TO
LEARN A HIGH-FREQUENCY WORD

The aim is to help your child learn and recall quickly
a basic reading vocabulary of high-frequency words.
These words, often commonly referred to as ‘sight
words’ or ‘heart words, make up a high percentage
of all reading. In fact, there are only 100 words that
make up half of all reading! The faster a child learns
their basic sight words, the more helpful it is for their
reading.

Look in the homework bag for the word cards to see
what the new word is to be learnt today. The other
word cards in the bag have been previously taught.

Find the new word card in the pack and show it to
your child. Ask them what the word is. If they don’t
know, just tell them.Your child must touch the word on
the card and put their eyes on it as they say the word.

Show the word card repeatedly (move it from one
place to another so your child has to track it) as they
read it out loud.

Mix the word card with other word cards that have
been previously learned so that the child sees the new

word and can identify it when seen with other words.

The word may also be in the reading book. Point it
out to your child if you come across it.

YOLANDA SORYL | READING DISCOVERY CLUB

PARENTS

Please teach your child to handle these resources
carefully. Cards must not be bent, and there
should be no writing or drawing on the books or
cards.These resources are being sent home on
trust that they will be looked after and returned
to school so that they can be used by other
students in the future. Thank you.

HOW TO USE THE LETTER CARDS
TO REVISE THE LETTER SOUNDS

Ask your child to look at the letter, say the sound
twice then flip the card to its back to see the
corresponding picture and say it. E.g.,“a, a, ants on the
apple, b, b, bouncing ball.”

Once your child knows the letter sound without
needing to look at the picture, stop flipping to the
picture and only use the letter side of the cards.Your
child should then just look at the letter, say the sound,
then move to the next letter.

If they do forget the sound, they can flip the card to
use its picture as a reminder.

If you are not sure if your child is making the correct
sound, watch this short video to check. N.B. the video
is for the letter sounds with a New Zealand accent.

Scan or visit the Yolanda Soryl
A?! YouTube channel.
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HOW TO SPELL A WORD
USING THE 3.3.3. METHOD

This method includes visual memory, auditory memory
and kinaesthetic memory and is a very effective way of
getting a word into long term memory.

STEP |
Look at the word you are learning to spell. It is the
same word for the word card activity.

Spell it out loud three times.As you name (not
sound) each letter, use your fingers to spell it out.
Keep your eyes on each letter in the word as you
say it. Say the word after you spell it each time. If
correctly spelt three times, move onto the next
step. If not, repeat this step.

STEP 2

Cover the word so that you can’t look at it and
spell it out loud three times again spelling it off on
your fingers.

If correctly spelled three times, move to the next
step; if not, repeat this step.

STEP 3

Spell the word out loud again at the same time

as you write it down on a piece of paper. If you
forget, use your fingers to help you remember
how to spell the word. If this doesn’t help, go back
to Step |. Cover the words so that you can’t copy
them. Use your memory.

Check after each time that you have written it that
it looks the same as the model word. If correct,
the process is completed. If not, repeat.

Your child will be asked to spell the word at Reading
Discovery Club tomorrow.

TIP

When learning a spelling word that is not easily
sounded out, don’t copy the word. Do it from
memory.

This multi-modal way to learn a spelling word,
supported by research, is called the 3.3.3 method.

Adapted from Train the Brain (trainthebrain.co.nz).
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READING

Before starting the book, ask your child what the
book is about and what they remember from reading
it at school. Talk with them about that. Then ask them
to read the book to you aloud. Either you or they can
read the title or title page. Remind them that they can
ask you for help if they need it.

If they do get stuck on a word and need your help,
you can:

- ask them to get their mouth ready for the first
sound and check the picture to help them get the
word.

- ask them to blend the sounds together to make the
word, but first check that the word can be sounded
out easily. E.g.,'dog’ and ‘cat’ are easy to sound out;
‘said’ or ‘there’ are not. Just tell them these words.

- encourage them to re-read the sentence again.
Using the sentence structure can help them get the
word plus it confirms what they have read sounds
right in terms of grammar.

If your child is challenged by more than one word
in every ten, the book may be too hard. Either read
the story to them or take turns reading each page
or unknown word so reading does not feel like a
struggle. Struggling does not help children learn to
read.

After the reading, talk with your child about the story
to make sure they understood it. Praise your child
for their good reading and point out good reading
behaviours. E.g., they kept their eyes or finger on the
word, they used their sounds, they reread.

TIPS

At the beginning stage of learning to read,
encourage your child to read with their finger,
pointing at each word as they say it. Drop
finger pointing once they can understand
one-to-one matching and no longer need the
support of a pointer.

Encourage them to re-read the books again and
again to develop fluency and expression.

Have fun!

YOLANDA SORYL | READING DISCOVERY CLUB
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NOTES RECOMMENDED YOLANDA
SORYL RESOURCGES S

:u . .
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... . - Lele e,.q‘ m@ . —
o Pocket sized Letter and Mnemonic card sets $15 e 2oching Vaos  Gouse cotnor
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... C Double-sided, laminated and colourful letter and mne-

What js Rlu}ing Discovery Cluby?

. @ monic cards ideal for teaching and revising letters and
& emx b sounds. Includes two ‘k’ options (straight and curly).
' Comes with a handy cloth bag for easy storage.

Who s it hor?

270 Phonics/Words card $2.50-$7 o _
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... R Wipeable double sided colour card with a lower-case VIS/’{" our wabs,,‘—a ,Cor‘ h@'P’CN[

& 2 5 - alphabet chart with mnemonics on one side and 25 high mnLormation and videos plus details

L) . . .
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. o frequency words plus common content words on the O'C upcommq +mmmq courses.

other. Use the alphabet side in the BUZZ lessons for
Stage 2 and for checking letter formation in Stages 2-4.
Available in either A2,A3 or A5 sizes.

FEEDBACK FOR OTHER
Mini Phonics Kit: Stages 2-4 $135 YSI— RESGURCES

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Professionally produced picture and word cards for
Stages 2-4 lessons that comes packed in a handcrafted “We are finding Early Words very effective especially
444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444 sturdy box finished in a stylish black buckram with a lid for the children that are struggling in a normal
that fastens magnetically. Kit includes lesson instructions reading programme. | am doing an intense literacy
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... and a full set of indexed tab cards. It is a mini sized morning based around the early words and am
version of the A5 kit for those working one-on-one seeing great results.”
or in small groups on Stages 2-4.Also useful for BUZZ JACQUI BRABYN, PAHIATUA SCHOOL
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... IeSSOnS.The Cards are Sma” (A7) so that children can

handle them.Touching is helpful for learning and little

fingers need little cards. The Phonics Words card is so appealing and

helpful for getting my class to write with more

independence. Useful every day!”

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... LINDA RANT NE LYNN H L
ALSO OF NOTABLE MENTION... OUR GUIDED READERS! “ NEW ScHoo

Early Words Guided Readers $7.50 each/$70 (set of 10)

“The most valuable and inspiring courses | have ever

......................................................................................................................................................................................... Early Words Readers — a cohesive system of guided - ha
reading books for the Magenta and early Red (1-4) been to. Full of common sense practical tips and
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, reading levels. Humorous and appealing character driven activities | can implement with my class right away.

stories that children love. Helps build decoding skills and ANGELIQUE CURTIS, TEACHER

develops high frequency word knowledge.

“l can read these books by myself. I like the pictures
and the kids. My favourite is the one about the cat.”

......................................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL OFFER! MAX (5)
READING DISCOVERY CLUB TEACHING PACKAGE

444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444 ORDER ONLINE AT: ] ) .
yolandasoryl.com/shop Get the pocket-sized LETTER AND MNEMONIC If you like the Reading Discovery Club

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... NOTE: PRICES CARD set, A5 PHONICS/WORDS CARD and programme, check out Yolanda’s BUZZ
SUBJECTTO CHANGE. the MINI PHONICS KIT for just $140! ’

and Early Words programmes too.

IN-PERSON TRAINING COURSES AND WEBINARS

YOLANDA SORYL | READING DISCOVERY CLUB

BUZZ

A practical course aimed at teachers and
teacher aides who want to learn how

to effectively deliver the BUZZ phonics
intervention programme.

EARLY WORDS

For anyone working with students at
the very beginning stages of reading and
wanting step by step training in how

to teach the Early Words high frequency
words programme.

YOLANDA SORYL | READING DISCOVERY CLUB

PRIMARY PHONICS

Our most popular course is aimed at
teachers and teacher aides working with
children aged 5-7, but is also useful for
anyone working further up the school
with students challenged by spelling in
writing and decoding in reading.

ADVANCED PHONICS

A next-step course aimed at teachers
who have attended the Primary Phonics

course and want training at a higher level.

DEVELOPING PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS

A half day course with lots of practical
activities. Aimed at teachers working with
children aged 0-5 or older children who
require additional support at the earliest
levels of literacy development.

SIGN UP to our mailing list to

find out about upcoming courses,
new resources and special offers.
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https://yolandasoryl.com/buzz/
https://yolandasoryl.com/early-words/
https://yolandasoryl.com/primary-phonics/
https://yolandasoryl.com/primary-phonics/courses/
https://yolandasoryl.com/phonological-awareness/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/phonics-words-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/mini-phonics-kit-stages-2-4/
https://yolandasoryl.com/store-early-words-readers/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/buzz-teaching-package-special-offer/

READING DISCOVERY CLUB is based on
the successful Early Literacy Support
programme Yolanda devised in the early
2000s when she was an early literacy
advisor in London.

Then taught in over 60 schools, the programme aimed to get
beginning readers underway in literacy with daily 30-minute literacy
intensive group lessons. 20 years later, Yolanda was offered the
opportunity to run the same programme at her school in New
Zealand. She jumped at the chance, renaming the programme Reading
Discovery Club to make it more child-friendly.

Ideal for students who are not yet on track with reading and writing
and who would benefit from the boost of a small group intensive
programme where basic literacy skills and knowledge are taught and
reinforced.

STAY INTOUCH. FOLLOW US FOR UPDATES

n @ a @yolandasorylliteracy m @yolanda-soryl

Yolanda Soryl is an
experienced teacher and
literacy consultant who
specialises in teaching
children at the early

stages of learning to read.
She developed the highly
successful and popular
Phonics Training, Early Words
and BUZZ programmes
which have been taught to
thousands of students in New
Zealand, the United Kingdom
and the Pacific.

Yolanda Soryl
LITERACY

MNEW ZEALAND EARLY LITERACY RESOURCES
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