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letter reversals, incorrect use of capitals, lack of finger 
spaces, etc. Prompt them to the Pw card to spell 
words and to help them find the letter to record 
sounds they can hear in a word. encourage the 
students to keep rereading as they write.

once their story is completed and while they are 
waiting for the others to finish, choose a letter from 
their story that you think they need to work on 
to improve formation and/or size and/or place on 
the line. write that letter underneath their story 
and point out to the student how you want them 
to write it. they write a row of letters, focusing on 
their handwriting and presentation. when they have 
finished, they must then decide which letter is their 
best and give it a tick.

choose one student to pick the reward stamp for the 
stories today. You stamp the stories and tick any words 
spelled correctly and any sounds correctly recorded. 

Finish with either you or the students reading their 
stories to the group. Make a comment about any 
good writing behaviours and/or stories.

LESSON END
with a pointer, read the poem or rhyme of the week 
to the students. encourage them to join in if they 
know it.

ask one student to come up and point while 
everyone reads it again. encourage the students to 
keep their eyes on the pointer and to read with 
expression. check all eyes are on the words. 

give the students their homework and praise them 
for their learning today.

scan Qr code or visit: 
yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/#9

WaTch ‘lesson end’ video

scan Qr code or visit: 
yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/#8

WaTch ‘guided Writing’ video

hOmEwORk

send hoMe:
�s���T�O�D�A�Y���S���G�U�I�D�E�D���R�E�A�D�I�N�G���B�O�O�K
�s���T�H�E���P�A�C�K���O�F���W�O�R�D���C�A�R�D�S
�s���T�H�E���P�A�C�K���O�F���L�E�T�T�E�R���C�A�R�D�S

fRIDAYS
on the last day of the week, focus on revising the 
learning for that week. Keep to the lesson plan 
and don’t introduce new learning. During the 
reading time, the students can select a book from 
the browsing box to read by themselves while 
you go around the group listening to them read. 

For homework, they can choose two books to 
take home for the weekend plus two rhyme 
cards from previously taught rhymes.

is Reading Discovery Club 
the same as Early Literacy 
Support?
basically yes. Yolanda devised this 
programme in the u.K. where it 
ran for many years with Yolanda 
at the helm, leading training and 
supporting programme delivery. 
it was called Early Literacy Support 
and was run under the auspices of 
reading recovery.  

back in New Zealand, Yolanda was 
excited years later to take up an 
offer again for reading recovery 
teachers to run Early Literacy 
Support in their schools. having 
run it before, she knew what to do 
and enthusiastically took up the 
challenge.

however, the New Zealand version 
of Early Literacy Support is intended 
to be team-taught with the New 
entrant teacher. this was not 
possible in Yolanda’s school and so 
because the programme could not 
be run as the Moe intended, and 
because a more child-friendly name 
was wanted, it was called Reading 
Discovery Club instead.

reading recovery teachers running 
Early Literacy Support are welcome 
to use Yolanda’s Reading Discovery 
Club lesson plans, ideas and activities 
for their own programmes. 

can i use decodable readers 
for the guided reading part 
of the lesson?
Yes, you can use any reading book 
you like. Decodables provide 
excellent opportunities for children 
to use decoding skills. but to ensure 
variety, consider mixing them up 
with other reading materials too.

in the guided reading video, 
you didn’t prompt much for 
phonics. Why did you prompt 
for other strategies to get the 
words instead?
students at the very early levels of 
reading, such as the students in the 
video, haven’t learnt enough phonics 
yet to be able to use it other than 
getting the first sound in a word. 
hence the prompts to use context/
word recognition/grammar in the 
video. these are still good strategies 
to prompt because good readers 
do need to use all the information. 
however, once the students have 
learned how to decode, then the 
first prompt should be to decode 
the word and then use the other 
cues to confirm. 

My students are doing 
well except for one who is 
struggling. What should i 
do?
if the group is too advanced for 
your student, probably they should 
not be coming because this is the 
wrong level for them. struggling 
every day is not fun. Perhaps take 
the student out of the club and 
have them come back next term 
with a new cohort at the same level 
when they are ready. but if you 
believe that the student is best to 
stay, have them sit beside you and 
give them more support with the 
activities.

We do Jolly Phonics in our 
school. can we use that for 
the phonics component?
Yes, you can use any phonics scheme 
you like. Just ensure that you get 
cards with the letter on one side 
and a picture of the mnemonic on 
the other for quick revision.

fAQS
Four books/words a week is 
too fast for my group and 
they are forgetting it the 
next day. can i go more 
slowly?
Yes, do one book/word every 
second day and spend two days on 
the same book/word with a focus 
on fluency and expression for the 
second day. You might find that 
once the children are underway 
you can go faster, but only if they 
are coping well. Don’t lose the 
pace of your lesson.

We don’t have the early 
Words Readers in our 
school? can we use PMs or 
another scheme?
Yes, but you will need to work 
out an effective teaching sequence 
for your reading books so that 
children aren’t reading books with 
too many words they don’t know 
yet. the advantage with the Early 
Words Readers is that the sequence 
is already worked out for you.

Why is the phonics section 
in the video so short? 
shouldn’t more time be 
spent on teaching phonics?
children do need more time 
learning phonics than the few 
minutes allowed in the reading 
Discovery club. it is assumed 
that outside of the club, students 
will be participating in a daily 
dedicated phonics lesson in their 
classroom. therefore, the time 
spent in the reading Discovery 
lesson on phonics can be short. if 
this is not the case, you may wish 
to reconsider the lesson timings 
to spend more time explicitly 
teaching phonics.
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 RESOURCES fOR READING DISCOVERY CLUB

leTTeR/MneMonic caRds for your phonics scheme  
Yolanda used her pocket mnemonic cards and pocket letter/
mnemonic cards.

WoRd caRds  Yolanda photocopied these from Early 
Words.

Phonics/WoRd (PW) caRd for students to use in writing. Yolanda used her 
own Pw card. You can also make your own or use another brand.

.

exeRcise books FoR WRiTing  Yolanda chose lined books but unlined is also 
okay.

Phonics kiT WiTh PicTuRe/WoRd caRds FoR sTages 2-4  
either make your own with the DiY PDF or buy it made up. Yolanda used the mini sized 
Phonics Kit with her students. 

WRiTing Tools  Pencils, erasers, whiteboards, pens and cleaning cloths.

bRoWsing box for previously taught books and rhymes.

voWel sTRiP (free to download at yolandasoryl.com/store-free-downloads)

PuncTuaTion caRd (free to download at same url as above)

Reading sTick (a pointy stick or ruler for pointing)

RhyMe and PoeM chaRTs (available from twinkl.co.nz)

any book oF RhyMes and PoeMs to dip into and share a poem whenever 
there is a spare minute (Yolanda uses This Little Puffin).

ReWaRd sTaMPs for the writing books.

scan Qr code or visit: 
yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/

WaTch yolanda talk about some of the resources she 
used to run Reading Discovery Club in her school

Teachers’ choice of levelled guided and/or decodable 
readers. Yolanda uses her eaRly WoRds ReadeRs.  
these readers also include free character posters which can 
be downloaded at: yolandasoryl.com/store-free-downloads
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https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/phonics-words-card/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/mini-phonics-kit-stages-2-4/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/vowel-strip/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/my-punctuation-guide-a4/
https://www.twinkl.co.nz
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/this-little-puffin-a-treasury-of-nursery-rhymes/
https://yolandasoryl.com/rdc/lessons/
https://yolandasoryl.com/store-early-words-readers/
https://yolandasoryl.com/store-free-downloads
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Age At stArt

Lessons Attended

READING DISCOVERY CLUB REGIStER

Years             Months

Exclude days school closed

Week dAte Week stArt mondAy tuesdAy WednesdAy thursdAy fridAy

4 = attended lesson  8 = missed lesson      C = school closedkey:

1

Years             Months

NaME:

STaRT DaTE: END DaTE:

Age At end

Lessons missed

Pre-test Post-test differenCe

totAL Weeks

stAge 2 Letter 
identifiCAtion

Word test

Writing voCAb

running reCord

ASSESSmENt
to assess learning in Reading Discovery Club, give these tests before entry and after students finish the 
programme. record the results on their individual Reading Discovery Club register. 

stagE 2 LEttEr idEntification tEst 
see the test for instructions

Word tEst 
see the test for instructions

Writing vocab
give the student an a4 unruled piece of paper. ask them to write their name on it. then ask them to 
write any other words they can write. You can give suggestions. e.g., “can you write ‘the’?” or, “can 
you write ‘cat’?” 

give one point for each word spelled correctly.

running rEcord
give a running record to identify the instructional level for each student. 
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a

z

u

m

x

v

f

b

c

sh

i

t

k

h

y

d

ch

g

p

o

l

n

e

th

w

j

q

s

r

StAGE 2 LEttER IDENtIfICAtION tESt
use a card to cover the letters. Move it down the test, line by line, as the student reads from each row. 
For each letter/digraph, ask for the letter name(s), letter sound and a word that starts with that sound.

StAGE 2 

\    =  can give the sound.     /     =  can identify by name.           

      =  can give a word that starts with that sound.    idk =  i don’t know.

for example         = knows name, sound and word.

score one mark for each correct response when you ask for the letter/digraph name, sound and a word 
that starts with that sound. each letter/digraph can earn three points for the name/sound/word. the 
highest possible score is 87.

7

NaME:

dAte Pre Post

a

f

k

p

w

z

b

h

o

j

u

c

y

l

q

m

sh

d

n

s

dAte Pre Post

x

i

ch

e

r

v

t

g

th

totAL
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wORD tESt
cover the test with a card with a window cut out so that the child sees only one word at a time or use the card 
to only show one line at a time. ask the student to look at each word and tell you what it is or say ‘i don’t know” 
if they don’t. work across the page. tick known words on the checklist and mark incorrect or unknown words 
with an ‘x.’ the highest possible score is 48.

Mum

a

like

my

This

down

said

they

is

A

to

My

this

We

You

they

the

can

go

likes

went

we

you

Come

The

I

Look

looks

on

are

it

come

Here

am

at

little

up

in

It

saw

here

Dad

look

big

and

going

was

them

wORD tESt RECORDING ShEEt ChECkLISt

dAte

Mum

is

the

The

Here

here

a

A

can

I

am

Dad

like

to

go

Look

at

look

my

My

1) 

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

NaME:

dAte

likes

looks

little

big

This

this

went

on

up

and

down

We

we

are

in

going

said

You

you

it

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31)

32)

33)

34)

35)

36)

37)

38)

39)

40)

dAte

It

was

They

they

Come

come

saw

them

41)

42)

43)

44)

45)

46)

47)

48)

Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post

totAL



YOLANDA SORYL  |  READiNg DiScOvERY cLub 21YOLANDA SORYL  |  READiNg DiScOvERY cLub20

EXAmPLES Of wRItING VOCAB tEStS 

score: 0 score: 16

PRe-assessMenT FoR audRey
beFore

PosT-assessMenT FoR audRey
aFter

score: 1 score: 14

PRe-assessMenT FoR RaJ
beFore

PosT-assessMenT FoR RaJ
aFter

tABLES ShOwING ENtRY AND EXIt DAtA

Writing voCAb 
Pre

Writing voCAb 
Post

instruCtionAL 
reAding LeveL 

Pre

instruCtionAL 
reAding LeveL 

Post

2

1

4

0

10

14

10

16

w*

w*

w*

w*

3-4

4

4

3-4

w* = working towards level 1

student Age At 
entry

Letter 
identifiCAtion 

test Pre 

Letter 
identifiCAtion 

test Post 

Word test 
Pre 

Word test 
Post

1

2

3

4

5.6

5.6

5.5

5.2

43

45

48

43

72

78

75

72

0

0

2

0

23

28

21

32

student Age At 
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The letter included here explains the Reading Discovery Club programme.
You are welcome to copy it, or adapt it, to give to parents.

LEttER tO PARENtS

Kia ora

Re: Reading discoveRy club

we are delighted to offer your child a place in an exciting new 
programme called Reading Discovery Club.

Reading Discovery Club aims to give 5-year-olds a boost in literacy. it 
runs for 30 minutes a day, five days a week from 10-10.30am. in the 
lessons, we will cover reading, writing, a word to learn and phonics. 
we will also be learning songs and rhymes and having lots of fun!

Your child has been selected to be a part of this programme. i will 
be meeting with each child to assess their level ready to start next 
week. Please do tell me if there is anything that will help me better 
understand your child.

i will be giving homework everyday so that you can support your child 
at home. this will include hearing them read a story that we have 
covered in the club plus revising their word and letter cards. there 
will be instructions for you so that you know what to do but please 
come back to me if you have any questions.

i will be in touch again once i know more about the children and have 
made a start. i am looking forward to getting to know and working 
with your child this term.

Nga mihi,-

READING DISCOVERY CLUB  
hOmEwORk INStRUCtIONS

hOw tO USE thE wORD CARDS tO 
LEARN A hIGh-fREQUENCY wORD

the aim is to help your child learn and recall quickly 
a basic reading vocabulary of high-frequency words. 
these words, often commonly referred to as ‘sight 
words’ or ‘heart words,’ make up a high percentage 
of all reading. in fact, there are only 100 words that 
make up half of all reading! the faster a child learns 
their basic sight words, the more helpful it is for their 
reading.

Look in the homework bag for the word cards to see 
what the new word is to be learnt today. the other 
word cards in the bag have been previously taught.

Find the new word card in the pack and show it to 
your child. ask them what the word is. if they don’t 
know, just tell them. Your child must touch the word on 
the card and put their eyes on it as they say the word. 

show the word card repeatedly (move it from one 
place to another so your child has to track it) as they 
read it out loud.

Mix the word card with other word cards that have 
been previously learned so that the child sees the new 
word and can identify it when seen with other words.

the word may also be in the reading book. Point it 
out to your child if you come across it.

hOw tO USE thE LEttER CARDS  
tO REVISE thE LEttER SOUNDS 

ask your child to look at the letter, say the sound 
twice then flip the card to its back to see the 
corresponding picture and say it. e.g., “a, a, ants on the 
apple, b, b, bouncing ball.”

once your child knows the letter sound without 
needing to look at the picture, stop flipping to the 
picture and only use the letter side of the cards. Your 
child should then just look at the letter, say the sound, 
then move to the next letter.

if they do forget the sound, they can flip the card to 
use its picture as a reminder.

if you are not sure if your child is making the correct 
sound, watch this short video to check. N.b. the video 
is for the letter sounds with a New Zealand accent.

insTRucTions

• Read your word cards.

• Read your letter cards. 

• Practise learning & writing your spelling word. 

• Read your reading book to someone.

overview PaRenTs  
Please teach your child to handle these resources 
carefully. cards must not be bent, and there 
should be no writing or drawing on the books or 
cards. these resources are being sent home on 
trust that they will be looked after and returned 
to school so that they can be used by other 
students in the future. thank you.

scan or visit the Yolanda soryl  
Youtube channel.

WaTch how to make letter 
sounds (nZ accent)
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hOw tO SPELL A wORD  
USING thE 3.3.3. mEthOD
this method includes visual memory, auditory memory 
and kinaesthetic memory and is a very effective way of 
getting a word into long term memory.

sTeP 1
Look at the word you are learning to spell. it is the 
same word for the word card activity.

spell it out loud three times. as you name (not 
sound) each letter, use your fingers to spell it out. 
Keep your eyes on each letter in the word as you 
say it. say the word after you spell it each time. if 
correctly spelt three times, move onto the next 
step. if not, repeat this step.

sTeP 2
cover the word so that you can’t look at it and 
spell it out loud three times again spelling it off on 
your fingers.

if correctly spelled three times, move to the next
step; if not, repeat this step.

sTeP 3
spell the word out loud again at the same time 
as you write it down on a piece of paper. if you 
forget, use your fingers to help you remember 
how to spell the word. if this doesn’t help, go back 
to step 1. cover the words so that you can’t copy 
them. use your memory.

check after each time that you have written it that
it looks the same as the model word. if correct,
the process is completed. if not, repeat.

Your child will be asked to spell the word at Reading 
Discovery Club tomorrow. 

tIP
when learning a spelling word that is not easily 
sounded out, don’t copy the word. Do it from 
memory.

this multi-modal way to learn a spelling word, 
supported by research, is called the 3.3.3 method.

adapted from Train the Brain (trainthebrain.co.nz).

READING
before starting the book, ask your child what the 
book is about and what they remember from reading 
it at school. talk with them about that. then ask them 
to read the book to you aloud. either you or they can 
read the title or title page. remind them that they can 
ask you for help if they need it. 

if they do get stuck on a word and need your help, 
you can:

- ask them to get their mouth ready for the first 
sound and check the picture to help them get the 
word.

- ask them to blend the sounds together to make the 
word, but first check that the word can be sounded 
out easily. e.g., ‘dog’ and ‘cat’ are easy to sound out; 
‘said’ or ‘there’ are not. Just tell them these words. 

- encourage them to re-read the sentence again. 
using the sentence structure can help them get the 
word plus it confirms what they have read sounds 
right in terms of grammar.

if your child is challenged by more than one word 
in every ten, the book may be too hard. either read 
the story to them or take turns reading each page 
or unknown word so reading does not feel like a 
struggle. struggling does not help children learn to 
read.

after the reading, talk with your child about the story 
to make sure they understood it. Praise your child 
for their good reading and point out good reading 
behaviours. e.g., they kept their eyes or finger on the 
word, they used their sounds, they reread.

tIPS
at the beginning stage of learning to read, 
encourage your child to read with their finger, 
pointing at each word as they say it. Drop 
finger pointing once they can understand 
one-to-one matching and no longer need the 
support of a pointer.

encourage them to re-read the books again and 
again to develop fluency and expression. 

have fun!
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BUZZ
a practical course aimed at teachers and 
teacher aides who want to learn how 
to effectively deliver the BUZZ phonics 
intervention programme.

EARLY wORDS
For anyone working with students at 
the very beginning stages of reading and 
wanting step by step training in how 
to teach the Early Words high frequency 
words programme.

PRImARY PhONICS
Our most popular course is aimed at 
teachers and teacher aides working with 
children aged 5-7, but is also useful for 
anyone working further up the school 
with students challenged by spelling in 
writing and decoding in reading.

ADVANCED PhONICS
a next-step course aimed at teachers 
who have attended the Primary Phonics 
course and want training at a higher level.

DEVELOPING PhONOLOGICAL AwARENESS
a half day course with lots of practical 
activities. aimed at teachers working with 
children aged 0-5 or older children who 
require additional support at the earliest 
levels of literacy development.

Pocket sized Letter and mnemonic card sets  $15

Double-sided, laminated and colourful letter and mne-
monic cards ideal for teaching and revising letters and 
sounds. Includes two ‘k’ options (straight and curly). 
Comes with a handy cloth bag for easy storage.

Phonics/words card  $2.50-$7
Wipeable double sided colour card with a lower-case 
alphabet chart with mnemonics on one side and 25 high 
frequency words plus common content words on the 
other. Use the alphabet side in the BUZZ lessons for 
Stage 2 and for checking letter formation in Stages 2-4. 
available in either a2, a3 or a5 sizes.

mini Phonics kit: Stages 2-4  $135
Professionally produced picture and word cards for 
Stages 2-4 lessons that comes packed in a handcrafted 
sturdy box finished in a stylish black buckram with a lid 
that fastens magnetically. Kit includes lesson instructions 
and a full set of indexed tab cards. It is a mini sized 
version of the a5 kit for those working one-on-one 
or in small groups on Stages 2-4. also useful for BUZZ 
lessons.The cards are small (a7) so that children can 
handle them. Touching is helpful for learning and little 
fingers need little cards.

ALSO Of NOtABLE mENtION... OUR GUIDED READERS!
Early words Guided Readers $7.50 each/$70 (set of 10)
Early Words Readers – a cohesive system of guided 
reading books for the Magenta and early Red (1-4) 
reading levels. Humorous and appealing character driven 
stories that children love. Helps build decoding skills and 
develops high frequency word knowledge.

Visit our website for helpful 
information and videos plus details 
of upcoming training courses. 

IN-PERSON tRAINING COURSES AND wEBINARS

SIGN UP to our mailing list to 
find out about upcoming courses, 
new resources and special offers.  

RECOmmENDED YOLANDA 
SORYL RESOURCES

order onLine At: 
yolandasoryl.com/shop
note: PRICES  
SUBjECT TO CHaNgE.

“We are finding Early Words very effective especially 
for the children that are struggling in a normal 

reading programme. I am doing an intense literacy 
morning based around the early words and am 

seeing great results.”
JACquI BRAByn, PAhIATuA SChooL

“The Phonics Words card is so appealing and 
helpful for getting my class to write with more 

independence. useful every day!”
LInDA GRAnT, nEW Lynn SChooL

 
“The most valuable and inspiring courses I have ever 

been to. Full of common sense practical tips and 
activities I can implement with my class right away.”

AnGELIquE CuRTIS, TEAChER
 

“I can read these books by myself. I like the pictures 
and the kids. My favourite is the one about the cat.”

MAx (5)

If you like the Reading Discovery Club 
programme, check out Yolanda’s BUZZ 

and Early words programmes too.

fEEDBACk fOR OthER 
YSL RESOURCES

SPECIAL OffER! 
READING DISCOVERY CLUB tEAChING PACkAGE

Get the pocket-sized LEttER AND mNEmONIC 
CARD set, A5 PhONICS/wORDS CARD and 

the mINI PhONICS kIt for just $140!

NOtES

https://yolandasoryl.com/buzz/
https://yolandasoryl.com/early-words/
https://yolandasoryl.com/primary-phonics/
https://yolandasoryl.com/primary-phonics/courses/
https://yolandasoryl.com/phonological-awareness/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/letter-mnemonic-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/phonics-words-cards/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/mini-phonics-kit-stages-2-4/
https://yolandasoryl.com/store-early-words-readers/
https://yolandasoryl.com/product/buzz-teaching-package-special-offer/


then taught in over 60 schools, the programme aimed to get 
beginning readers underway in literacy with daily 30-minute literacy 
intensive group lessons. 20 years later, Yolanda was offered the 
opportunity to run the same programme at her school in New 
Zealand. she jumped at the chance, renaming the programme Reading 
Discovery Club to make it more child-friendly.

ideal for students who are not yet on track with reading and writing 
and who would benefit from the boost of a small group intensive 
programme where basic literacy skills and knowledge are taught and 
reinforced.

Yolanda soryl is an 
experienced teacher and 
literacy consultant who 
specialises in teaching 
children at the early 
stages of learning to read. 
she developed the highly 
successful and popular 
Phonics training, Early Words 
and buZZ programmes 
which have been taught to 
thousands of students in New 
Zealand, the united Kingdom 
and the Pacific.

Reading discoveRy club is based on 
the successful early literacy support 
programme yolanda devised in the early 
2000s when she was an early literacy 
advisor in London. 

yolandasoryl.com@yolandasorylliteracy @yolanda-soryl

sTay in Touch. FolloW us FoR uPdaTes

https://yolandasoryl.com/

